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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains offensive language and sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: 15 March 1999 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

Majority Decision 

“Cruel Intentions” dealt with matters of sex, emotional cruelty and the taking of drugs in 
terms of s.3(1). Nothing in the film fell within s.3(2). The principal protagonists were 
presented as sexually sophisticated, manipulative and ruthless and their conduct 
involved emotional and sexual manipulation and seduction of a teenage student who 
was a virgin. With regard to matters of sex, the sexual activity was implied. There 
were a number of verbal references to sex throughout the movie which were more 
detailed than the actual depictions. Most of the more detailed verbal sexual references 
were not linked with visual scenes whbh lessened their impact. 

With regard to the matter of drugs, there was some reference to casual drug use which 
included some snorting of cocaine and casual but regular use of marijuana. The Board 
recorded that it is always concerned about drug use, particularly so where it could 
affect the young. 

However, the film concluded with one of the two principal protagonists being repentant 
and the other being berated and ostracised for her unacceptable conduct. While the 
members of the Board felt some cynicism about the true motives for the making of the 
film, the majority were of the view that the message which finally came through was 
clear and powerful, that is, that good will triumph over evil and that the lack of decent 
values and bad conduct exhibited by the principal protagonist served to undo her. To 
this extent, the majority was of the view that the dominant effect of the movie was akin 
to a morality play. 
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The Board also gave particular weight to the extent and degree to which and the 
manner in which the film might come within the matters set out in s. 3(3) of the Act as 
well as the matters in s. 3(4) including in particular the dominant effect of the film as a 
whole and the age groups of the persons to whom the film was intended or likely to be 
made available. 

The majority concluded that the film should be classified as objectionable unless its 
availability was restricted to persons 16 years of age and over together with the 
descriptive note advising that the film “contains offensive language and sex scenes”. 

Minority Decision 

Two members of the Board were concerned that the persistent and seductive depiction 
of a range of harmful behaviour, including sexual manipulation, sexual promiscuity, 
and drug taking, in a context which centred on teenagers of secondary school age, 
could impress and influence impressionable persons under 18 years. Those members 
did not agree that the dominant effect of the film was one of a morality play. They 
were not persuaded that the brief, “convenient” and unconvincing moments of so- 
called morality at the end of the film constituted an effective message, or would be 
taken seriously by young persons viewing the film. They were of the view that the film 
should be classified as R.18 with the same descriptive note. 
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